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Introduction

One of the most important issues in an electrical instal-
lation is effectiveness of the protection against electric
shock. The most frequently used means of protection
against indirect contact [1] is automatic disconnection of
supply, since it is a simple and economically attractive way
to achieve safety in electrical installation. As a protective
device, residual current devices (RCDs) are commonly
used. In certain conditions using the RCDs is necessary [2].
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Fig. 1. Simplified diagram of voltage independent type AC or
type A residual current device: TR – Ferranti current transformer,
WS – electromechanical relay, T – test button, Ip – primary
(residual) current, Is – secondary current, Es – induced secondary
voltage

A residual current device usually comprises coils on a
magnetic circuit to carry the phase (three-phase) and
neutral current in opposing directions (Fig. 1). In balanced
conditions no magnetic flux is generated, but if a fault
occurs in the system, the phase and neutral current imbal-
ance induces an electromagnetic force in a secondary
circuit, opening the main circuit.

Automatic disconnection of supply occurs if the re-
sidual current I exceeds the RCD rated operating residual

current In. Earth current waveform shape influences the
residual current device tripping. From this point of view
there are three different types of RCDs:

 AC – for alternating earth current (50/60 Hz),
 A – for alternating and pulsating direct earth current,
 B – for alternating earth current, pulsating direct

earth current and smooth direct earth current.
Residual current devices are also applied as an additional

protection. In this case the use of residual current devices is
intended only to augment other measures of protection against
electric shock in normal service. The use of a residual current
device with the rated operating residual current not exceeding
30 mA is recognized as an additional protection against electric
shock in normal service in case of failure of other protective
measures or carelessness of users.

Nowadays the manufacturers of electrical appliances
have been using electronic components to improve the
performance of their products. Frequency converters for
motor rotational speed control are installed in the industry
and domestic applications. That equipment comprises
different types of rectifiers so in practice it means that DC
earth current can occur. Also personal computers and
domestic electronic equipment comprise rectifiers. For
proper operation of the residual current devices very
important is the shape of DC earth current.

Current transformer properties and construction of the
secondary circuit of residual current devices are very
important for DC earth fault current detection. The follow-
ing paragraphs present principles of residual current
devices operation and laboratory test results if DC earth
fault current flows. The laboratory test proved that in some
cases the residual current device operational characteristics
can be unexpected.

Earth current shape in circuits with rectifiers

The earth fault current shape depends on the type of
the rectifiers implemented in the electric or electronic
device. Tab. 1 presents earth current shape for different
types of rectifiers.
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Table 1. Earth (residual) current shape in circuits with rectifiers
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There are the following types of rectifiers: No.1 – half
wave rectifier; No.2 – full wave rectifier without phase
control; No.3 – full wave rectifier with phase control; No.4 –
half wave rectifier with DC filter; No.5 – full wave rectifier
supplied L1-L2; No.6 – three-phase rectifier without phase
control; No.7 – six-pulse three-phase rectifier without phase
control.

The earth fault current in circuits with the rectifiers
from No.1 to No.3 is characterised by significant pulsation.
If a line to earth short-circuit occurs in circuits with one of
the rectifiers from No.4 to No.7, the earth current is almost
smooth. Capability of operation of the residual current
devices depends on the earth current pulsation.

International standard requirements for RCD operation

Basic requirements for RCD operation are contained in
standards [3,4]. The types of tests are described which have
to be carried out for particular types of RCDs.

The type AC RCDs are tested under 50/60 Hz sinusoi-
dal AC current and their residual non-operating current
shall be 0.5In but the residual operating current In. The
type A RCDs are also tested under pulsating DC currents
as in Tab. 2 and under a pulsating current (current delay
angle  = 0º) with a smooth DC current of 6 mA superim-
posed on top of it.

Table 2. Tripping current ranges for type A RCDs [3, 4]

Residual currentCurrent delay
angle  [º] non-operating operating

0
90

135

0.35In

0.25In

0.11In

1.4In
*

* for RCDs with In  10 mA residual operating current is 2In

The type B RCDs are tested under conditions
described above and also under DC currents from:
 full wave rectifier supplied L1-L2 (residual non-operating

current = 0.5In, residual operating current = 1.4In),
 three-phase three-pulse (or six-pulse) rectifier without

phase control (residual non-operating current = 0.5In,
residual operating current = 2In),

 galvanic battery – smooth DC current – (residual non-
operating current = 0.5In, residual operating current =
2In),

Testing of the RCD operation

In order to check the influence of DC current shape on
the residual current device tripping, over thirty RCDs with
rated operating residual current In = 30, 100, 300 and
500 mA were tested. They were two-pole, four-pole, type
AC, type A and type B short-time-delayed and time-
delayed (selective) devices. Fig. 2 and 3 present chosen
results of the test which was carried out under laboratory
conditions.

Almost all the tested type AC residual current devices
tripped out only for the sinusoidal AC residual current.
However, unexpectedly, a few type AC RCDs tripped out
for half wave rectified current and even for full wave
rectified current (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Tripping current of the RCDs: a), b) In = 30 mA, type
AC, short-time delayed; sin – sinusoidal AC current, a – half
wave rectified current, 2p – full wave rectified current

All the type A RCDs operated in accordance with the
above mentioned standards for sinusoidal alternating current
and half wave residual current. These RCDs operated for full
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wave rectified DC current but the tripping current was signifi-
cantly higher then for the half wave residual current and
exceeded the permissible limit (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3. Tripping current of the RCDs: a) In = 30 mA, type A,
b) In = 300 mA, type A, time-delayed S-type; sin – sinusoidal AC
current, 1p – half wave rectified current, 2p – full wave rectified
current

The full wave rectified DC current is more unfavour-
able than the half wave DC current. The phenomenon is
explained in Fig. 4.
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Fig. 4. Histeresis loops of current transformer for different types
of the primary DC current

Variation of induction B in the core of the current trans-
former is higher if the primary DC current has a dead time (half
wave current). Then current transformer is demagnetized to the
value of induction Br which is lower than the natural rema-
nence level. Induced secondary voltage is sufficient and the
residual current devices trip out.

Detection of a DC residual current is possible only for a
current transformer characterised by a flat histeresis loop. Fig.
5 presents the variation of induction for two types of current
transformers.
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Fig. 5. Histeresis loops of current transformers for DC primary
current (solid line): a) round – type AC RCDs, b) flat – type A
RCDs

Fig. 6 presents the RMS value of tripping current (half

wave component) if a smooth DC component is
superimposed on the half wave current. During the test the
tripping current was checked for the following values of
smooth DC component: 0, 6, 15, 30, 60, 90 and 150 mA.
The impact of DC component is significant on the type AC
RCDs.

Many type A RCDs operated properly if DC compo-
nent was equal to 150 mA. It was unexpected (Fig. 6) and
in some cases particular type A RCDs can be used instead
of type B RCDs which are incomparably more expensive.
The test has proved that many type A RCDs operate
properly if the smooth DC component is much higher than
the value (6 mA) required by the standards.
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Fig. 6. Tripping current (the RMS value of the half wave compo-
nent) of the RCDs: a) In = 300 mA, type A, b) In = 100 mA,
type A, time-delayed S-type; The value of a superimposed
smooth DC component: 0, 6, 15, 30, 60, 90 and 150 mA

The tested type B RCD operated properly even when
smooth DC current flowed, but an auxillary voltage is
necessary.

Testing of the current transformers

The aim of the current transformer in the voltage inde-
pendent RCDs is to deliver sufficient current to the elec-
tromechanical relay which is installed in the secondary
circuit. Secondary current value depends on the induced
secondary voltage. The AC earth current ensures sufficient
induced voltage so in consequence the secondary current is
high enough, but the problem is if the DC current flows to
earth.

Fig. 7 presents induced voltage if the half wave current
flows to earth and Fig. 8 presents the same voltage if
current from the half wave rectifier with DC filter flows to
earth. Both figures contain oscillograms for two types of
current tranformer: type AC and type A. The oscillograms
show that only special types of current transformes (with
flat histeresis loop) may detect DC current. Detection of
DC current is possible but the current has to be character-
ised by significant pulsation.
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Fig. 7. Induced voltage es(t) for half wave earth current ip(t):
a) current transformer for type AC RCDs, b) current transformer

for type A RCDs (flat histeresis loop)
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Fig. 8. Induced voltage es(t) for earth current ip(t) from half wave
rectifier with DC filter: a) current transformer for type AC RCDs,
b) current transformer for type A RCDs (flat histeresis loop)

Conclusion

In modern installations, residual current devices are
commonly used. Use of the RCDs increases the safety level of
electrical equipment operation. For proper RCD operation in
circuits with DC earth current very important is the shape of
the current. For many RCDs real operating characteristics are
more favourable than those required by the international

standards. In some cases, after investigation, it is possible to
use much simpler type A RCDs instead of the type B RCDs.
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В настоящее время изготовители электрических приборов вводят электронные компоненты, чтобы улучшить работу их 
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испытаний обсуждены. Они доказывают надлежащую легкую походку многих RCDs, даже когда компонент постоянного тока в 
земном потоке ошибки значительно больше чем требуемое в стандартах. Результаты преобразования потока ошибки земли 
постоянного тока текущими трансформаторами Ferranti также представлены. Ил. 8, табл. 2, библ. 4 (на английском языке; 
рефераты на английском, русском и литовском яз.).
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Elektros prietaisų darbui pagerinti gamintojai naudoja elektrinius komponentus. Daugelis pramoninių ir buitinių prietaisų susideda
iš įvairių tipų keitiklių, kuriančių nuotėkio sroves. Tos srovės forma daro įtaką likusiems srovės įtaisams. Čia išanalizuotas nuotėkio
srovės poveikis, laboratorinių testų rezultatai yra aptarti. Jie įrodo daugelio likutinės srovės buvimą, net kai nuolatinės srovės kompo-
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einamųjų transformatorių rezultatai. Il. 8, lent. 2, bibl. 4 (anglų k.; santraukos anglų, rusų ir lietuvių k.).


